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Social and cultural impacts of 
COVID-19 and public health 

policies and services for Indigenous 
populations



Introduction

• Evaluate the implications of past and existing responses to pandemics 
in collaboration with Indigenous communities across Canada and to 
address any gaps in understanding and support relating to COVID-19 
and future pandemics

• Kitatipthitamak Mithwayawin (CIHR)
• coLeads: Dr. Steph McLachlan, Dr. Myrle Ballard, Dr. Ramona Neckoway



Source:  Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs, 2021



SOCIAL IMPACTS



First Nation COVID-19 Countermeasures

• Social Distancing
• No Outsiders Allowed!!
• Road Blocks
• Check Points
• Suspending Non-Essential Services through First Nation/Treaty  

Territory 
• Traditional medicines
• Going back to the land

















COMMUNICATION









Kahkakiw’s Straight Talk on 
Coronavirus

• Kahkakiw the Raven from Northern Manitoba 
reminds you that when you hear a raven's 
call, you should wash your hands! Delivered 
in Cree with subtitles, puppeteer Samson 
Hunter reinterprets Health Canada advice on 
the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) for an 
Indigenous audience. His name is 
pronounced Ka-Ka-Cue. ᑲᐦᑲᑭᐤ







Credits
• Infographics by Emily Unger (2020)

• Photos: M. Ballard (2019, 2020)

• Statistics: Assembly of Mantioba Chiefs (2021)

• Map of Canada, Indigenous Services Canada (2020)



Miigwetch!
Ekosi!

Thank you!
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